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BETTER DAYS ARE COMING!
From the desk of our NAA President
"Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of
love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting
together, as some people do, but encourage one another,
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near."
Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT
Greeting Brownites,
I bring you greetings from the Morris Brown College National Alumni Association.
My does time fly; hard to believe that it’s been a year since we have been in
office. I trust and pray that you and your families are well during these turbulent
times of COVID-19. Things are really looking up for the College, and I wanted to
share a few of them with you:
·
Named the 19th President of the College - Dr. Kevin James
Received a grant from the Federal Parks Administration for one million dollars
to restore Fountain Hall
Received a gift of $833,000 thousand dollars from alumnus Mildred Yearby '53
Received debt forgiveness of $3.5 million dollars from the AME Church
Submitted application for accreditation to TRACS
The naming of the Dr. Gloria L. Anderson Multi-Purpose Complex
We have a lot to be thankful for as the song says, “He has brought us from a
mighty long way. A mighty long way.”
I am very excited about the College and the role that the National Alumni
Association will play as we continue to rebuild and grow. Our future will depend
largely in part on you and your participation. I am asking for you to consider
jump-starting a Chapter of the Morris Brown National Alumni Association in your
area. Our other significant goals include:
Re-writing our MBC NAA By-laws
Increasing our financial support for the College
Re-establishing recruitment for the College
Yours for a stronger Morris Brown College,
Jethro Joseph, President MBC NAA
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SPOTLIGHT
MBC ALUMNI

Sheriff Melody M. Maddox is the 50th Sheriff of Dekalb County,
Georgia and makes history as being the first woman to hold the office. As
a 28-year law enforcement veteran, Sheriff Maddox is a respected leader
and dedicated public servant who is deeply committed to the profession,
her family, her faith and the community. As a life long resident of Dekalb
County, her vision is to create a safer environment for Dekalb County's
adults, seniors and young people. Sheriff Maddox is dedicated to the
fundamental principles of integrity, excellence, accountablility and
respect.

Sheriff Maddox's distinguished career in law enforcement includes experience with various law enforcement
agencies serving the metropolitan area. Her career began with Dekalb County Sheriff's Office, going on to terve
with both the City of Atlanta and the Dekalb County Police Departments. In 2008, Sheriff Maddox applied that
experience to the creation of the public safety office for the rapidly expanding Dekalb Technical College - now
Georgia Piedmont Technical College (GPTC), where she became the Assist Chief of Police and, subsequently,
making history as the college's first female Chief of Police. She was the only woman in that position within the
Technical College System of Georgia's 22 colleges statewide. In 2013, Sheriff Maddox relinquished that position
to purse her longtime goal to become an elected official in law enforcement. She was the only female among
seven candidates seeking election as Dekalb County Sheriff in 2014.
Earlier in 2019, Sheriff Maddox returned to the Dekalb County Sheriff's Office as Chief of Administration. On July
1, 2019, then Sheriff Jeffery Mann appointed her Chief Deputy. In this position, she held the highest-ranking nonelected position in the agency and was responsible for the planning and administration of the jail, courts, field
and training operations. Sheriff Maddox is P.O.S.T. (Peace Officer Standard Training) certified and is certified as a
defensive tactics instructor and received a certificate in hostage negotiation. Sheriff Maddox's professional
affiliations include the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police (GACP), International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP), Women in Public Safety, Dekalb County Chief's Association, Nation Sheriff's Association and the National
Organization for Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE). She is a proud 1995 graduate of Morris Brown
College and was a talented member of our famous Bubbling Brown Sugar Dancers.
Sheriff Maddox is the recipient of numerous community awards and has been recognized for her exemplary
community service on the Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN), and in The Ivy Leaf, the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. national magazine, local television and radio outlets, as well as featured on the cover of numerous
magazines and newspapers. In 2019, Women Looking Ahead newsmagazine named her as one of Georgia's Most
Powerful and Influential Law Enforcement Officials. A Dekalb County resident, Sheriff Maddox has a daughter,
Indira, three grandchildren, and one God-grandchild.

Restoration

of Fountain Hall

Erected in 1882 on the crest of Diamond Hill on the Morris Brown College campus, Historic Fountain Hall is one of the
earlier structures for the original site of Atlanta University with financial support from the American Missionary
Association and the Freedman's Bureau.
Historic Fountain Hall is significant to Atlanta, Georgia and the United States of America for its role in educating
American descendants of enslaved Africans. For this reason, Historic Fountain Hall was made a National Historic
Landmark in 1975.
Historic Fountain Hall is in urgent need of restoration & renovation. The intent of this petition is to
build massive visible awareness advocating for the restoration & renovation of an essential part of Atlanta's rich
history.
While Professor at Atlanta University, Dr. W.E.B DuBois a Founder of the NAACP, author of Souls of Black Folk, leading
Socioligist & Pan-Africanist taught classes in this building and generations of students took college classes there while
attending Morris Brown College.
In its restored & renovated state Historic Fountain Hall will serve as a Center of Excellence for Learning & Performance
uplifting it's original purpose and highlighting the Office & Works of Dr. W.E.B. DuBois, 3rf floor, Room #305.
Pls join us with our Monthly “Friends of Fountain Hall,” ZOOM meetings, wherein we highlight various historical facts,
faculty and programs pertaining to our 139 year old AME-HBCU institution. These informative sessions are scheduled
via Zoom for every 4th Friday, at 6:30pm.
You Can Learn more about our Grand Project to Restore, Retain and Maintain our Queen on Diamond Hill at our newly
created website: www.fountainhallatl.org. We implore you to “Help Us, Help Ourselves” in bringing this @ $30m
program into fruition. Currently, we have been blessed with a $1m grant from the Federal government. We are in the
process of raising more funds to supplement our quest to make the restored Fountain Hall a reality. Please mark your
calendars for Aug. 21st, to attend the official launching of Phase One – “the Crowning of the Clock Tower,” at
11:00am. We are also asking for your financial support in this goal to become an “Ambassador for Fountain Hall,” to
encourage your classmates and friends to help you raise tax-deductible funds for this worthy project. We welcome our
Alumni Chapters and Affinity Groups to become Ambassadors for their organization. You can also make donations to
our different Ambassadors
already established on our website. I would love to have your support donations to My TOWER #15. Be Blessed, Be
Safe & Wear your Masks!

Sistah Smifff, ‘77

“SENDING OUT HEARTFELT
BROWNITE THANKS TO OUR
HEALTH-CARE, FIRST
RESPONDERS, LAW
ENFORCEMENT & FIREMEN
ALUMS DURING THIS
CORONA-COVID19 PANDEMIC”
HEALTH:
Dr. Sherrel Vicks Crawford, ’81
Dr. Gloria D’hue, ‘76
Dr. Rico Short
Nurse Eldra Jennings Terry, ’67, Memphis, Tn.
Dr. Tyra Gardner, ’95, New Jersey
Dr. Charles Guyden, ’69, California
Dr. Mary Wilson Turner, ‘90
LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Sheriff Melody T. Maddox*, ’95, Dekalb Co. Sheriff
*First African American Woman elected to this position in
Dekalb County

Lt. Christine Wiggs, ’80, Philadelphia Police Dept.

Turn “Yo” Radio ON to MBC’s “NU” Station!!! “24x7”

Please visit
https://www.1026thesituation.com

~S P E C I A L N O T E~
MORRIS BROWN HOMECOMING ‘2020

After careful consideration, we have made the
decision to postpone an “in person” Morris Brown College Homecoming 2020. Each
college within the AUC has determined that due to the increase of COVID-19
cases, it is in the best interest to go 100% virtual for the fall and to
postpone events. The Homecoming committee will discuss virtual options for
October 24, 2020.
Dr. Kevin James
President
Morris Brown College

“BROWNITE CONGRATULATIONS

TO OUR 7 DYNAMIC
NEW MBC 2020 GRADUATES”
Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Hackley / B.A. in Music
Jelani Jones
/ B.A. in Music
Jarvis Wilson
/ B.A. in Music #
Jamila McQueen
/ B.S. in Psychology
DeShawna Morrow
/ B.S. in OML
Carol Harris
/ B.S. in OML
Arnita Weaver
/ B.S. in OML
# - Blessed Corona-Covid 19 SURVIVOR!!!

“POLITICAL SHOUTOUTS to
OUR BROWNITE POLITICIANS”
Senator Donzella J. James, ’70,(Incumbent) District #35 in Douglas County
Candidate Triana Arnold James, 90, running for District #30 in Douglas Co.
www.triana4georgia.com
NOTE: Can you imagine “2 Brownite Alums,” representing
Douglas Co. in Georgia, with the LAST name of James?
We, are Forever making History!!!
~ Make Your VOTE -COUNT on Aug. 11th & November 3rd ~
Remembering the great Mayoral
Leadership of our former Mayor of Fairburn, Ga., Mayor Mario Avery, ‘87.

“SPECIAL CONGRATS TO
DR. GLORIA ANDERSON”
*** DID YOU KNOW THAT OUR MBC MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING HAS BEEN
“RENAMED”
to the “DR. GLORIA L. ANDERSON MULTI-PURPOSE BUILDING ???”
– Morris Brown College’s Administration Building has been officially renamed
the Dr. Gloria L. Anderson Multi-Purpose Complex in honor of its veteran
educator. “Dr. Gloria L. Anderson” our phenomenal Morris Brown College
Celebrity,” who has given 53 years of her life to serve its faculty, staff, and
students. I could not be more pleased to honor her service in this way,” said Dr.
Kevin James, 19th President of Morris Brown College.
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In Honor of
Congressman

John Robert Lewis

ATLANTA - Congressman John Lewis of Georgia, a lion of
the Civil Rights Movement whose bloody beating by
Alabama state troopers in 1965 helped galvanize
opposition to racial segregation, and who went on to a
long and celebrated career in Congress, died late Friday,
July 17, 2020. He was 80. The world has lost a legend; the
Civil Rights Movement has lost an icon; the City of Atlanta
has lost one of its most fearless leaders; and the
Congressional Black Caucus has lost their longest serving
member. Rep. Lewis’ fought for voting rights and equal
rights.An impromptu memorial has sprung up in Atlanta
under the 65-foot-high mural of Rep. Lewis that towers
over the city’s Sweet Auburn district.

The Grand Launching of the “Crowning of Fountain Hall,”
On Friday, August 21, 2020 at 11:00am? Come Join the
Friends of Fountain Hall (FOFH) in FRONT of historic
Fountain Hall, as we launch “Phase 1” of our Fountain Hall
Restoration Campaign. Our goal is to “mothball” the tower
roof (stop leakages), illuminate our Clock and enable our
Bell to ring out the sounds of Educational opportunities at
MBC. We have proudly received two $500,00.00 grants
from the federal government. The documentation for this
$1 million dollar grant was written by Dr. Candy R. Tate
(ASALH, Historian) & some members of our MBC faculty
and staff. The partnership with Morris Brown College and
the Association for the Study of African-American Life &
History (ASALH) is the reason why we are celebrating the
“Crowning of Fountain Hall” on August 21st.
Please visit our website and become an “Ambassador” with
us to raise additional funds for this phenomenal event.
www.fountainhallatl.org
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